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(  Inmates Reportedly Gave Spy Helpin

L]
.BYyROBERTLINDSEY *~ - "'
: Sprelalto The New York Times o -

LOMPOC, Calif.; Jan. 26 - Christo-:
pher John Boyce, convicted of selling se-
crets to Soviet agents, escaped (rom Fed-
eral prizon through an intricate scheme
that relied on precision timing, a forged
document, a papier michs dummy and
the help of other prisoners, according o
gourees familiar with the case,

A dramatic account of Mr. Boyce's es-
cape from the maximum security priscn;
here last Monday was provided by a;
scurce at the prizon who was rlose to Mr.!
Beyee, A Fedaral offictal said that inves-,
tizators believed the general cudines of
his 2zccount were true, R

A prison acquaintance said that Mr.
Boyee planhed to make his way to Ari.
zona to obtain classified Central Intelli-
gence Agency documents that he hid be- -
fors his arrcst on ospicnage charges in
Jakuvary 1977, Then, this source said, he
hoped to seil the decuments to Soviet
agents to finance his flight, possibly via

Nicaragua, to another country, possibly |

Irelard, whers hehoped to remain free.’ - -
Investigators said they had also heard
reports that Mr. Boyce mizht b2 heading
for Nicaragua and then Ircland, but said.
that they did not know whether the re-!
_portsweretrue, - R
L Baflled In Investlgation

> The disappearance of Mr. Boyes, 27
years old and the son of a ene-time agent
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
left th prizen authorities balfied. Ac.
cording to the bureau, no trace of hirm has
been found, although some agents said
they believed he was stilt hiding amid the !
rolling hills, studded with oak trees and
thaparral, of this rural area 170 miles
northof Los Angeles, '

. Mr. Boyce was convicted in April 1977
of elfght counts of esplonage and conspirs
acy. to commit esplonage and was sen-
tenced to 40 years in prison. The Justice
Department had charged that Mr. Boyee
admitted he and a childheed Iriend, An-
drew Daulton Lee, had sold “thousands"
of Central Inteliigence Agency docue
ments to Soviet agents, P

Mr. Poyce cobtained the documen
while working as a code room clerk at the
TRW Defens2 and Space Systems Group
in Redondo Beach, Calif,, one of the
C.I.A.’s princlpal suppliers g! surveii.
Iance satallites, Mr, Lee, who delivered

the documen?s to the Russlans, {s serving
allfetermatLompoc. = | .. . ..

R

In prison interviews last year, Mr,
Boyes sald he was a pacifist and wanted |
to make a “‘statement'* showing his con.!
tempt for the arms race between the,
Sovist Unicn and the United States, He
asserted that not long after he joinedin
the plan ke wanted out, but that Mr. Lee,
a cenvicted drug deajer who was a fugl-
tivé from the police, pressed him to con-
tinve, The young men said they got
571,000 trom the the Russians.

. . Arother Account From U.S. o

Justice Department lawyers ridiculed
this account and asserted that the two
had become spies for money and thrills,

Same Califamia newspapers have pub-
-ished speculaticn that Mr. Doyee was
‘heipad in his escapz {rom the priscn,

which is being upgraded to becomecne of |
the Federal Government's most sccurs!
penitentiaries, by the Saviet intelligence:
agency, the K.G.B.,or by the C.LA. - . -
.Prizonofficials and agentsof the F.B.1, .
and the United States Marshals Service, |
who are investigating the escape, have
dismissed both suggestions but have said
they suspected that Mr. Boyce might
havehadhelp,” _.:.° > " o0
i .. Conlirmation of Investigator. - .
‘.. They. sald Mr, Boyce was In his cell
when a héad count was taken at 4 P.M.
1ast Monday, but that he was gone by the
10 P.M., when a chéck. was made, They
said they had established that he left the
prison by sealing two 10-foot-high fences
but said they did not know- how he
reached the perimeter of the prison, hun-
dreds of yards from his cellbleck across
several logged checkpolnts in an area
generally off-limits toprisoners. -~

. The aceount of the escape was provided
by a source {n the prison who said he was
famiilar with its planning and execution.
An official who was helping to direct the
mantkunt for Mr, Boyce confirmed the
basic poiats of the account. According to
the prison source, this is what happened:
Planning for the escape began more
than a month ago. Although Mr. Boyce
+had no outside help; at least three other
prisoners helped, One, a [dend of Mr.

A

* -tunnel, his confederates wentto work. ,

talned 2 palr of metal-cutting shears]
lrom a prison shop; another made a
small wooden ladder in a prison wood-
shop, and & third forged a prison docu-
ment vital to the scheme. ) .

. The first step in the plan was to have
Mr. Boyce assigned-to a crew that did
maintenance work at the prison; this, the

Daves, was in charge of planning and ob- |

prison source-sald, took two weeks of ne-
gotiating but was apparently eot re.)
gardedas suspletous by a prison officials :

~ Several days belore the escape, & pris-|
oner obrained a biank form used to order:
maintenance work at the prison, and'a
fratudulent work order was prepared calls
ing {or the cleaning of an underground
drainage tunnel not far from the two 10-
i foot-high chain link fences running parai-
12l to each cther along the back of the
prison. I
b1 .. BlindSpotinFence X
i The prisoner who was quarterbacking
the escape had studied the prison layout
and had determined that there was one
spot aleng the fencing that could not be
seen by the armed guards at a nearby

tower, who had authority to shoot any |
prisoner betweenthetwolences, . - < |

" This “blind spot’* for-the guards was |

not far from the rear gate.of the prison
"and a few foet {rom a drainage tunnel {or

. which the work order had been {orged. 4

-1 “'Last Manday moming, the maintence-
Nwork crew was aliowed to énter the off. |,

Jimits area along the [ence to clean the!
drain. About 3:J0 that afternoon, the:
work crew left — all except Mr. Boyce,!
who went into the tunnel. A manhole:
-cover was placedaverhim. " .. % 00|
‘:One person who said that'he was)
present said he told Mr. Boyce, “‘Good
" luck, Bud, and, just before the manhole
cover was lowered, the convicted spy an-
swered, “Lock me up sometime,”. -

E]
. After Nr. Boyce was left benind in thel

;.= % FashlonedaDummy - . =
+* Several days eaclier, Mr. Boyce, who'
had once fashioned a huge papier maché
bird Ina prison art class, had madea bust:
of himself out of papier miché, Another,
prisoner painted a face on the head, and:
“Mr. Boyce-¢licped off some of his-own,
“hair to glve the dummy verisimilitede. "
.. When guards checked his cell at 4 P.M.;
“that day, they saw the forrmainhisbed., !
* Mr. Boyce, under to the plan related by
the prison source, was at that moment
supposed to be in the tunnel, walting for.
darknesstofall,” ©. Laect S
T Hewastopicku
“about three feet high, that had been taken:
“to the tunnel and take it to the first of the:

. . two fences,which was topped with seve

:eral strands of barbed wire connected to
lmelednc glarm SYSE‘em. SR ol
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$%; - Snlpped Wire st Top.
' " 11 all went according to plan, he stood:
( on the ladder and snipped four strands of -
the wire that another prisoner calculated |
eould be cut without breaking the cireuit
of the alarm system, He then ¢limbod
through the opening In this barbed wire
endjurnpeddewn. .- ..,
‘; The second fence was toppad by leng
colls of razor-sharp wirs. He climbed the
fence and, with the shears, snipped the
.Tezor wire; heé taped together one side of
the coif, and then the other, to create an
op=ning be could squirm through, and
then apparently ran {nto the darkness.. °.
- Meanwhile, the prisoners who helped in
the escape had already been to Mr
Bayce's cell; after the 4 P.M. head count,
they removed and destroyed the dummy, §
ripped up most ietters and decurnents {n !
the cell 2nd flushed virtually every trace |
of Mr. Boyce down the toiet; they then:
splashed paint and paint thinner through- |
out the ceil to fermove {ingerpriats. The:
prizon sourcs sald they wanted to make:
L the cejl "itke he had never lived there, 't
- + According to friends of Mr, Boyce, he:
had become obSessed with the {déa of o5
cape and decided to make the attempt!
after a request for reduction of his 40-
year seutence was denled 1ast month by |
. . . Federal District Judge Robert J. Kelle-
. . her, who had oftictated athistrial. =

’ . Perry Gllbert, a 23-year-old convicted
bank robber from Seattle who has been
placed In solltary confinement as a resuit
of the prison Investigatlon of the escape,
said Inan Interview today: : . .

~ “Inmy henest opinion, Mr. Christopher:

- Boyce will:never be caught, He hatesi.

prison, He won't be taken alive; Jt's not!

that he wii put up a fight, I just think’
kel runundi they shoot him down.'. |
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